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CHILE: Prospects for a Dialogue 


The third national, protest on Tuesday reestablished the 
momentum of the opposition and, improved the climate for a dialogue 
between the government and the opposition, but it probably will not 
persuade President Pinochet to make majorPoncessions. 


The government's curfew held down street demonstrations, but 
moderate poHticarieaders were pleased with the other manifestations 
of opposition. They, also are encouragediby their ability to dissuade 
leftists from carrying out. extensive acts of violence, gmgg 

Comment:. Pinochet has derhonstrated that he is;stHI in 

command. Nonetheless, his Increasing reliance on arrests of . 
prominent; political figures; curfews; Army patrolling, and other 
unpopular measures is a tacit: admisslon.that routine controls are 
inadequate. 


The lower level of violence and entreaties from 'the Pope and 
several West European'goverhments probably, vtfii improve the 
climate for dialogue on the opposition's proposals and timetables for 
transition to civilian rule. Although a refusal to negotiate would. 
Increase polarization, Pinochet may judge that he can weather the 
current level of protests. He may decide to concentrate on thwarting 
efforts of opposition groups to unite and stage more widespread 
protests.] 


Over the next several weeks leaders of the antigovernment labor 
and political coalitions probably will continue their efforts to achieve 
close cooperation, to try to enlist conservative support, and to 
prepare for more massive national demonstrations. The largest 
protest is likely to occur around 11 September, the 10th anniversary 
of the overthrow of the Allende government. 



